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Executive Summary

Guidelines for the Development of a School-Based Thai Language, Culture, and History
Curriculum in International Schools has been initiated by the Office of the Private Education
Commission (OPEC), which has the primary responsibility for supervising and promoting private
schools, both formal and non-formal, including International Schools, which play a crucial role
in driving Thailand towards becoming a Regional Education Hub.

In the academic year 2025 (B.E. 2568), there are a total of 275 International Schools
under the jurisdiction of the Office of the Private Education Commission (OPEC), comprising
125 schools in Bangkok and 150 schools in other regions of the country. These schools provide
education from pre-primary to secondary levels. The steady expansion of international schools
reflects the quality of international education in Thailand and the growing demand among
Thai parents seeking alternative educational pathways for their children. Such provision aims
to develop learners into competent global citizens for the future, while also strengthening
confidence among foreign investors and expatriate families who choose to reside and work in

Thailand, reflecting the quality of the country’s international education system.

Diversity of International Schools in Thailand and the Teaching of the Thai Language,
Culture, and History

International Schools in Thailand offer education based on a wide range of curricula from
countries including the United Kingdom, the United States, Japan, Australia, France, and Singapore.
In addition, many schools implement licensed curricula developed by international organisations
or international agencies, such as the International Baccalaureate (IB), International Primary
Curriculum (IPC), The Creative Curriculum, Cambridge International Curriculum, Pearson, and Oxford
International Curriculum. Furthermore, a number of international schools develop their own curricula,
drawing upon internationally recognised educational philosophies, curriculum framewaorks, standards,
and pedagogical approaches, such as Montessori, Waldorf, and Reggio Emilia, among others.

Such educational provision must be carried out in accordance with the laws and
quality standards prescribed by the Ministry of Education, including a particular emphasis
on teaching and learning of the Thai Language, Culture, and History. These areas of learning
are fundamental to preserving Thai identity and to instilling in Thai students enrolled in
International Schools, a sense of belonging to Thai society, which, in turn, contributes to
national stability. At the same time, providing learning opportunities for foreign students
enabling them to learn about, understand, and respect Thai culture, traditions, and ways
of life as residents of Thailand, thereby supporting their effective adaptation to Thai society

and fostering social harmony and a positive image within Thai society.



Additionally, International Schools in Thailand differ considerably in their
educational concepts, philosophies, visions, missions, values, and the foreign curricula they
primarily adopt. They also serve a diverse student population, comprising both Thai and
foreign students from various countries, each with varying levels of proficiency in Thai.
Recognising these diverse contexts, the Office of the Private Education Commission (OPEC)

has developed.

Implementation Process of Guidelines for the Development of a School-Based Thai
Language, Culture, and History Curriculum in International Schools

In carrying out this initiative, the Office of the Private Education Commission (OPEC)
received valuable cooperation from administrators and Thai-language teachers at
international schools. The process began with schools responding to a survey concerning
Guidelines for the Development of a School-Based Thai Language, Culture, and History
Curriculum in International Schools, challenges encountered in previous teaching and
learning practices, and their needs for support and promotion from OPEC. Subsequently,
representatives from international schools participated in workshops convened to develop
the Guideline. OPEC also received the cooperation of experts from universities and
educational institutions with knowledge and expertise in the Thai Language, Thai culture,
social studies, and the teaching of Thai language and culture to both Thai and foreign
students. These experts reviewed the draft Guideline and offered constructive feedback

and recommendations, which were incorporated to refine and further develop it.

The Objective of Guidelines for the Development of a School-Based Thai Language,
Culture, and History Curriculum in International Schools

The primary objective of this Guideline is to serve as a guidance tool for
International Schools in developing their school-based Thai Language, Culture, and History
Curriculum. A secondary objective is to provide concrete examples of Thai Language,
Culture, and History Curriculum development that schools may use as references. Given
the high degree of flexibility of this Guideline, each International School may adapt and
apply it independently, in accordance with its readiness, context, identity, and distinctive
characteristics.



Schools with greater readiness and experience in curriculum development may use
the Guideline to design and develop their own school-based Thai Language, Culture, and
History Curriculum. Schools with limited experience in developing school-based Thai
Language, Culture, and History Curriculum may use the guidance and examples provided
in this document as the core basis for formulating their curriculum. Ultimately, this
Guideline seeks to build confidence among school administrators, teachers, and parents
that the provision of Thai Language, Culture, and History teaching and learning is conducted

in accordance with recognised standards and with assured quality.

Quality Assurance and Evaluation of Thai Language, Culture, and History Teaching
and Learning in International Schools

International Schools in Thailand are required to conduct and provide an annual
Self-Assessment Report (SAR) to OPEC at the end of each academic year. In addition,
International Schools are also subject to external quality assessment conducted by
International Accreditation agencies recognised by OPEC, as well as by the Office for
National Education Standards and Quality Assessment (Public Organization) (ONESQA),
which is responsible for external quality evaluation of all educational institutions at all
levels in Thailand, including International Schools.

The purpose of educational quality assurance is to enhance and elevate the quality
of all types of schools, including International Schools, across three key dimensions: (1)
educational outcomes (learners), (2) management effectiveness, and (3) instructional
effectiveness. In assessing the quality of Thai Language, Culture, and History education in
International Schools, ONESQA may base the assessment on this Guideline, in conjunction
with each school’s own School-Based Thai Language, Culture, and History Curriculum and
the diverse abilities of learners, in order to evaluate the quality of teaching and learning in
Thai Language, Culture, and History in @ manner that reflects contextual relevance and

learner diversity. The evaluation may take into account the following aspects:

® Educational Outcomes (Learners):
ONESQA may assess students’ abilities in  reading, writing, and
communicating in Thai at levels appropriate to their individual potential,
both Thai and foreign students, as well as their accurate understanding of

Thai culture and history.



® Management Effectiveness:
This dimension includes the school’s compliance with relevant laws and
regulations of the Ministry of Education, its commitment to Thai Language ,
Culture, and History learning and instruction, and the quality of teachers—
including their qualifications, teacher-student (both Thai and Non-Thai)
ratios, teaching quality and experience, and opportunities for professional
development in Thai-language education.

® |nstructional Effectiveness:
This dimension encompasses curriculum management, learner-centred
instructional planning, and student grouping based on proficiency in Thai for
both Thai and foreign students. It also encompasses teaching and learning
activities conducted both inside and outside the classroom, instruction
delivered as stand-alone subjects or integrated with other subjects, the use
of instructional media, and a variety of teaching methods that promote
learning in accordance with learners’ Thai language proficiency levels. In
addition, it includes assessing student learning outcomes to inform
instructional improvement and to progressively develop learners’ Thai
language proficiency, as well as their knowledge and understanding of Thai

culture and Thai history.
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